during pregnancy. In this ease the symptoms resisted all the ordinary methods which were employed, and the patient was unable to retain in her stomach any substance whatever. Under these circumstances, the patient was brought to M. Teissier, who found her in the following condition: The vomiting had continued for two months, and she was at the end of the fourth month of her pregnancy; she presented the appearance of a skeleton, having the aspect and the cough of a phthisical subject; the pulse was 140, and M. Teissier thought at first that the case was one of pulmonary tubercle. Finding that all treatment had been hitherto inefficacious, and that the lady was
convulsions disappeared. But Therapeutique, Feb. 15, 1858.) In the great majority of cases the vomiting of pregnancy may safely be left to the influence of time; but there are some cases in which females are scarcely able to retain in their digestive system a sufficient amount of nourishment to support their existence, and are therefore deduced to the last degree of emaciation. In some, also, the shocks occasioned by this obstinate and repeated vomiting become the source of abortions, which might have been prevented by moderating the activity of the morbid phenomenon. A very remarkable case was related in 1S56, by M. Teissier, Professor of Clinical Medicine at Lyons, showing the immediately beneficial effect of a dose of pepsine in a case of vomiting during pregnancy. In this ease the symptoms resisted all the ordinary methods which were employed, and the patient was unable to retain in her stomach any substance whatever. Under these circumstances, the patient was brought to M. Teissier, who found her in the following condition: The vomiting had continued for two months, and she was at the end of the fourth month of her pregnancy; she presented the appearance of a skeleton, having the aspect and the cough of a phthisical subject; the pulse was 140, and M. Teissier thought at first that the case was one of pulmonary tubercle. Finding that all treatment had been hitherto inefficacious, and that the lady was [July, actually dying of inanition, lie was seriously meditating upon the propriety of inducing abortion as a means of saving her life; but as a last resource before operating, he determined to employ pepsine. He accordingly prescribed one gramme, to be divided into two doses, and taken every day in a spoonful of broth. At the very first dose the broth was retained, and from that moment the vomiting never returned. On the third day the lady ate some chicken, and then some beef-steak. The treatment was continued in the same manner for three weeks, and at the end of that time the cure was complete; the emaciation was replaced by embonpoint, the fever and the cough ceased with the vomiting, and at the end of the ninth month the lady was safely delivered.
Dr. Gros then relates six other cases in which the pepsine was employed with the same success, and he thinks himself warranted in concluding that pepsine undoubtedly produces good effects in the vomiting which attends pregnancy. He explains the results by supposing that, although in the first instance the vomiting is due only to the sympathy existing between the uterus and the stomach, yet subsequently the stomach itself becomes affected, as is proved by the fact that in the beginning of pregnancy the vomiting occurs only in the morning or the evening; but in aggravated cases it supervenes after every meal, and all alimentary matters are rejected. In such eases, therefore, when the stomach has taken on a morbid habit, and exhibits an alteration of secretion, the pepsine appears to be really indicated ; although in a merely sympathetic action between the uterus and stomach it would be difficult to explain the efficacy of its action. April, 1858.) Three years ago the idea occurred to Dr. Shelton that the local application of a combination of belladonna with mercurial ointment might be serviceable, in addition to the ordinary treatment adopted in croup, and he accordingly employed an ointment composed of two drachms of extract of belladonna and six of mild mercurial ointment, rubbing it freely every two hours into the sound skin over the trachea. This medication was so far successful that he recommended a trial to his professional friends, one of whom, in treating a case of croup, applied the above-mentioned ointment, though not to the sound skin, as Dr. Shelton had recommended, but to a blistered surface. It turned out that this deviation from the original plan was a great improvement, for the child on whom the ointment was applied, and in whom the symptoms were of the most aggravated character, was wonderfully relieved in a very short time, and rapidly recovered. Dr. Shelton now took advantage of the hint thus given to him, and in his subsequent cases he first blistered the throat, and then applied the ointment to the blistered surface. In the first case thus treated the patient became delirious, with dilated pupils, and the other symptoms denoting poisoning by belladonna; but these effects gradually passed off, and the recovery was soon completed. In another case, which was_ that of a child two years old, the same treatment was adopted, and with similar results, except that the poisonous effects of belladonna were not nearly so well marked. [J uly, tlie valley which leads to Royat; and lie again visited tlie spot last year, and has made a full report upon the waters. The mineral waters of Royat appear to have been known from a remote antiquity, two of the baths discovered in 1843 being supposed to belong to the Gali'o-Roman era. The discovery of these ancient baths was soon followed by that of an abundant mineral spring, and in 1845 some new baths were established, which were speedily found insufficient, and were replaced in 1854 by the present buildings. Tlie establishment which now exists is said by Dr. Homolie to be among the most beautiful and complete in Trance.
The thermal spring of Eoyat furnishes a thousand quarts of water every minute. Its temperature is 35? Cent.; and the water is conveyed from its source to the bathing-rooms without any loss of carbonic acid; its great volume also allows a stream of mineral water to flow into the bath during the whole period of immersion, maintaining uniformity of temperature and a constant proportion of carbonic acid. The waters of Royat belong to the warm, acidulated, alkaline, and ferruginous classes. Less hot and rather less arsenical than those of Mont-Dore, these waters contain a much larger proportion of alkaline salts. The lloyat water is limpid, colourless, and inodorous, and is strongly charged with carbonic acid ; its taste is pungent and alkaline at first, becoming afterwards slightly ferruginous. It has been proved by analysis to contain carbonic acid, bicarbonate of soda and potash, sulphate of soda, phosphate of soda, chloride of sodium, bicarbonates of magnesia, lime, and iron, and silica. The chloride of sodium and the alkaline bicarbonates were in greatest proportion; and besides the mineral constituents, the quantity of which was accurately determined, traces were found of arseniate of soda, iodide and bromide of sodium, and a little alumina and manganese.
The following effects are produced on the system by these baths, according to Dr. Homolie. The sensation of warmth experienced at the moment of immersion is that of a temperate bath, but increasing progressively until it is accompanied by a slight pricking of tlie skin, which becomes of a scarlatinoid redness. If the nostrils are kept immediately above the water in the layer of air chargcd with carbonic acid, a certain embarrassment of respiration is produced, with giddiness, which soon cease when the head is raised. The urine, which is acid on entering the bath, progressively loses its acidity until it presents a well-marked alkalinity, if tlie bath is sufficiently prolonged (one hour), and taken in the morning before fatigue or eating. A feeling of comfort, of strength, and of muscular suppleness, constantly follows the use of the bath.
The thermal baths of lloyat, as well as tlie other hot springs of the department of Pny de Dome, are tonic, emmenagogue, and even slightly exciting. They are employed with success in chronic and apyretic diseases kept up by an atonic local or general condition, by rachitis, rheumatism, or the scrofulous diathesis. The simultaneous use of the temperate baths and of the waters taken internally, ameliorates or arrests chlorosis, anaemia, and the atony of convalescence.
The hot baths and the inhaling-rooms (salles d'aspiration) Louis, who had a large abscess below the crural ligament. M. Boinet punctured this abscess, which discharged more than three pints of a grumous pus. The opening was then injected with tincture of iodine; the abscess remained fistulous for some time, and allowed a small quantity of pus to flow out every day, but it soon closed. The iodide of iron was administered internally, and the patient was put upon a strengthening diet; and six weeks after the operation and the internal use of the iodide, the patient left the hospital quite well.
In a lecture on chlorosis by M. Gendrin, the lccturer recommends iron and manganese as the best remedies in this disease, and passes in review the different preparations of iron which are employed in medicine. One of the most useful preparations in cases of chlorosis complicated with scrofula, or only with a lymphatic temperament, is the iodide of iron. But, unfortunately, this salt is very easily decomposed, and in order to employ the syrup with advantage, it should be prepared at the very time when it is to be taken. The invention of M. Gille fulfils the objects of practitioners in recommending this medicine, for he envelopes the iodide with a layer of sugar, which altogether prevents the access of air. These sugar-plums have been preserved more than two years without any alteration of the iodide. M. Gendrin speaks strongly in favour of this preparation, the value of which consists not only in the indefinite preservation of the ferruginous salt, but also because it renders its administration easy and agreeable. The iodide of iron has the advantage over other preparations, of being well borne by the patient, an advantage which it undoubtedly owes to its great solubility.
M. llostan, in a lecture on chlorosis, says that the iodide of iron possesses, in the promptitude of its curative action, a very manifest advantage over the other ferruginous compounds; the syrup of the iodide has not been used in medicine so much as it would have been if it had more stability; but the preparation of M. Gille renders the administration of this salt as easy as that of the oxide or the carbonate.
In phthisis, the iodide of iron has been found to act very beneficially, and its importance in this disease will be increased when it is preserved chemically pure, and given in suitable doses. Louis, Andral, and Briclieteau, have all used with success the syrup of the iodide of iron in pulmonary tubercle; and more lately Dr. Belouino has published some cures of this disease effected by the administration of the sugar-plums of M. Gille. "Recent observations," says Dr. Belouino, " have assigned to iodide of iron an important place among therapeutic agents, and it may be boldly placed among the best medicines which we possess. Formerly it was unworthy of confidence, because it was badly preserved and was easily decomposed, and consequently did not give always identical results. Physicians, in consequence, declined to make use of it. At present the iodide of iron?thanks to the laborious researches of M.
Gille?is preserved in a state of perfect purity. I have had occasion to employ very often the preparations of this gentleman, and I have attained experimentally the conviction that the iodide of iron is an excellent medicine in cases of
